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demand for increased state control points to the adoption of a 
new policy in this respect. 

In the remaining chapters of the book — their importance is 
much greater than the proportion of space devoted to them in this 
review — the author shows why the common law has not met the 
modern social needs (ch. 2) ; how modern welfare legislation has 
endeavored to give effect to the altered concepts of right and wrong 
and of the public good, and what the nature of its task is (ch. 3) ; 
how the advance of legislation to new fields of control has been 
checked by constitutional provisions (ch. 4) ; how the existence 
and extension of the right of the courts to declare laws unconstitu- 
tional has retarded legislative progress (ch. 5) ; what arc some of 
the fundamental principles to be observed in the enactment of legis- 
lation (ch. 6) ; and the extent to which courts, legislative practice, 
and jurisprudence are constructive factors (ch. 7). 

The book is of a high order. The treatment is scientific, the 
mode of presentation illuminating, and the style excellent. It 
more than fulfils the author's modest wish to make some "slight 
contribution to the rapidly growing movement for the improve- 
ment of our statute law." This is particularly true since the author 
is imbued with the social point of view, a point of view which bids 
fair to exert an increasing influence on legislation. 

Eliot Jones. 

Lcland Stanford Junior University. 
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tory as well as to those particularly concerned with the problems 
of modern India. Rural India is just emerging from the stage of 
village economy, with barter more important than cash transactions 
and with occupations largely determined by status, and with custom 
stronger than contract and competition. The caste system, with its 
curious economic restrictions and inconsistencies, offers many con- 
trasts as well as some similarities to the medieval gilds, but the 
dominance of the merchant over the artificer, and the power of the 
petty capitalist in the developing organization, are features familiar 
to the student of European history. 

The author believes in the vitality of many of the village indus- 
tries, and suggests measures both technical and economic to 
strengthen them in the struggle with the "big business" which even 
in India now threatens to sweep the field. 
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